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 zip]On April 19, 1988, he stole into the Queen Elizabeth II hospital in Birmingham, Alabama, and murdered Dr. John Britton.
The Birmingham News had published a story on the death of Dr. Britton, a leader of the local chapter of the Ku Klux Klan, less
than two months before. His throat had been slashed with a box cutter, and his body found the next day in the emergency room

of the hospital where he worked. According to the Montgomery Advertiser, KKK leader Robert Shelton was arrested in
Phoenix, Arizona, two days later and the murder weapon was found. The Advertiser reported that by the end of the month, 10

people had confessed to the murder, including the other seven defendants who were involved in the plot, and charges were
dropped against the rest of them. In a paper published in the journal Criminology, University of Alabama at Birmingham

criminologist James Allen Smith noted that for some reason, several of the prosecution’s key witnesses had gone missing, but
also that the “evidence corroborating their statements was compelling.” The newspaper did not mention the details of the

confessions, which included an admission that the plan had been hatched in April of that year to kill the “nigger doctor.” The
newspaper reported that authorities believed the motive was that Britton had “wanted to overthrow the KKK and destroy the
entire Klan organization.” This is interesting, because the newspaper also reported that years before, “two Klan members had
attempted to kill him.” They had been tracked down by federal authorities, tried and convicted of soliciting the murder of the

“nigger doctor” and served sentences in federal prisons. According to sources, Smith found information regarding another
murder attempt. In January, 1990, at a Klan rally in Louisville, Shelby County, Tennessee, “a Klan leader was shot in the head
and killed by an unknown assailant,” according to the Advertiser. “Last year, a retired Tennessee state policeman, a Klansman

from Georgia, told the FBI he believes Britton is responsible for the deaths of his family in 1979,” a newspaper account
reported. “The Birmingham News reported that the policeman also believed ‘that the Birmingham murder was a group action

and that all the participants had a hand in it.’” However, according to The Nation 82157476af
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